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Collaboration: Steps toward Integration
The AWGA and AGA Integration Team, 
made up of representatives from both 
associations, have been very produc-
tive since the beginning of the year. 
The team has convened twice and have 
begun to identify synergies as well as 
problem solve for the future integrated 
association. Due diligence proceedings 
are underway, through which the as-
sociations are comparing policies, pro-
cesses, and resources. 

Joint staff teams have been meeting 
to gain understanding of common pro-
grams as well as differences and oppor-
tunities for expansion and growth. The 
opportunities are abundant and plans 
are already underway between the two 
tournament departments to develop 
additional co-ed playing events for the 
latter part of 2018 and into 2019. 

The communications teams have been 
working together to create a shared 
communications plan for the associa-
tions. E-Revisions have been combined 
under the same USGA co-branded tem-
plate. Content in each has been devel-

oped that is unique and pertinent to 
our respective memberships. The team 
is exploring additional opportuni-
ties to communicate shared messages 
through a variety of publications. Ad-
ditionally, the AWGA will have a page 
on our website dedicated to keeping 
you informed as the process develops 
throughout the remainder of the year. 

The USGA Services teams are working 
jointly to develop, organize and pres-
ent seminars starting in the fall of 
2018 to educate the Arizona golf com-
munity on the new modernized Rules 
of Golf. Although the associations are 
still in the planning stage, seminars 
are planned to occur all over the state 
to meet the demand of our eager mem-
berships. 

The AGA and AWGA have reached an 
agreement on a new, single member-
ship fee structure for all association 
members, for the membership year 
2019.

• Fees paid between October 1 and 
December 31, 2018 will be $30 and 
will cover membership for the fol-
lowing calendar year (2019).

• Fees paid between January 1 and 
June 30, 2019 will be $35 and will 
cover membership for the current 
calendar year.

• Fees paid between July 1 and Sep-
tember 30, 2019 will be $20 and 
will cover membership for the bal-
ance of the calendar year.

While our integration team and staffs 
have accomplished a lot since the start 
of the new year, there is still much to 
do as the associations work toward 
executing a November 1 integration 
agreement. Knowing this, we continue 
to be excited about the future of golf 
in Arizona. Together, with our com-
bined resources, skills and knowledge, 
the AWGA and the AGA will be able to 
better serve our membership and the 
Arizona golf community. 
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May is Arizona Golf Month
Arizona Golf Month is all about experiencing great golf courses 
at great rates! While the temperatures begin to heat up in the 
month of May, it is still a very pleasant and an enjoyable time 
of year to get in multiple rounds of golf. 

Several golf facilities celebrate the month of May by offering 
customers some amazing deals. As those special offers become 
available, we will post them on our website in Member Services 
- Arizona Golf Month Specials.

The AWGA celebrates Arizona Golf Month by offering several 
opportunities to get out and play some incredible golf courses.

• AWGA Four-Ball Stroke Play Championship will be held at 
Sewailo Golf Club in Tucson on May 7-8. Registration is 
open until April 23, but filling quickly, so register today!

• The Just 4 Fun Days at Verrado Golf Club in Buckeye will 
offer participants a great opportunity to play, stay, and 
play again on May 11 and 12. The first event will be held on 
the Founders Course on May 11. The second event will be 
held on the Victory Course on May 12. Registration opens 
for these events on April 2.

• The Just 4 Fun Day at Troon North Golf Club in Scottsdale 
will feature the Monument Course on May 20. Registration 
opens on April 9.

• The Just 4 Fun Days at The Rim Golf Club and Chaparral 
Pines in Payson offer another popular play, stay, and play 
opportunity for players on May 31 and June 1. Registra-
tion  opens on April 23.

For more information and to register for events, visit awga.org.
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The AWGA Build a TEAM program was created to help high 
schools throughout Arizona develop enthusiastic girl’s golf 
teams. The program utilizes AWGA resources to connect 
school programs with the instruction and to provide the 
necessary equipment needed to compete and be successful.  
The AWGA assists and funds eight to 12 girl’s high school 
teams annually through the AWGA Youth Player Develop-
ment Grants and Assistance program.

Many of the schools in the Build a TEAM program are Title I 
schools that serve primarily low-income families – introduc-
ing youth to golf, who would likely not participate without 
the resources of the program.  Diverse students of all abili-
ties participate in learning the game and being part of the 
high school golf team.  

To sustain teams long-term, the AWGA assists in pairing 
teams with local women’s golf leagues to support and men-
tor the teams.  The AWGA hosts classes for the student-ath-
letes on the Rules of Golf, etiquette and pace of play as well 
as encouraging respect and appreciation for the traditions 
and integrity of the game.

The AWGA is currently processing the requests for grants 
from the 2017 schools interested in continuing in the pro-

gram.  The greatest need is for golf instruction, so 70 percent 
of the funds provided to the teams are used for golf instruc-
tion from PGA and LPGA Professionals.

Individuals, golf leagues and clubs have donated funds to 
support Build A TEAM.  If your women’s league or golf club 
is interested in adopting a team, please contact Le Ann at 
the AWGA (leann@awga.org) for additional information.

AWGA “BUILD A TEAM” 
CONTINUES BUILDING IN 2018

2018 Season Opener Highlights
The 2018 AWGA Tournament season began on February 
18 with the Season Opener held at Tuscany Falls at Pebble-
Creek Golf Resort in Goodyear.  Tuscany Falls was in great 
condition with 110 golfers from across Arizona playing a 
traditional Four-ball format.    

Following play, golfers were treated to a special guest “Fire-
side Chat” by PebbleCreek resident Marilynn Smith, who is 
one of the 13 LPGA Founders.  Marilynn shared stories from 
her early days of start-
ing and playing on the 
LPGA Tour as well as 
entertaining questions 
from the audience.  
Marilynn hosts an an-
nual golf tournament 
to raise funds for col-
lege scholarships and in 

2017, her tournament raised funds to award 30 girls with 
$5,000 scholarships.  All Season Opener golfers received a 
personalized signed copy of Marilynn’s book “Have Clubs, 
Will Travel.” 

Mari Miezwa (Mixed Stix) and Tui Selvaratnam (Tatum 
Ranch) shot 66 to win the Season Opener.  The Net Winners, 
Audrey Vickers and Odette Rose (Working Women’s Golf As-
sociation) shot 57 to capture the overall net event.  For a 
complete list of results, visit the AWGA website.

The 2018 Tournament season includes events at Wicken-
burg Ranch, Sewailo Golf Club, Legend Trail Golf Club, Se-
dona Golf Resort, Camelback Golf Club, Tonto Verde Golf 
Club, White Mountain Country Club, El Conquistador Golf 
Club and Oro Valley Country Club.  Make plans to join us for 
one or more events this year! 
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The AWGA 
State Match 
Play Champi-
onship will be 
contested at 
Legend Trail 
GC in Scotts-
dale on June 
11-14.  Some-
times players 

are not well aware of the differences in 
the rules for stroke play and match play.  
This isn’t a list of all the differences, but 
it does identify some key issues.  

There are some commonalities between 
stroke play rules and match play rules.  
For example, all one-stroke penalties in 
stroke play are also one-stroke penalties 
in match play.  These include things like 
water hazard relief (Rule 26-1), unplay-
able ball (Rule 28), and out of bounds 
(Rule 27-1b) or lost ball (Rule 27-1c).  

Most two-stroke penalties in stroke play 
automatically become a loss of hole pen-
alty in match play.  For example, playing 
a wrong ball (Rule 15-3), grounding your 
club in a hazard (Rule 13-4b), and touch-
ing or moving a loose impediment in a 
hazard while your ball is in the same haz-
ard (Rule 13-4c) are all two-stroke penal-
ties in stroke play but become loss of hole 

penalties in match play.  

Match play also includes the unusual op-
tion in a couple of circumstances that 
allows you to recall your opponent’s 
stroke and require her to replay.  If your 
opponent plays from outside the tee-
ing ground (Rule 11-4b) or if she plays 
when it was your turn (Rule 10-1c), you 
have the option to recall your opponent’s 
stroke.  If your opponent didn’t hit a 
particularly good shot when violating 
one of these rules, you might choose to 
let the stroke stand.  But if the result of 
her stroke put you at a disadvantage, you 
could choose to recall the stroke and have 
her replay from within the teeing ground 
or in the proper order.   

A less well understood concept that oc-
curs only in match play is “adjustment 
of the state of the match” and perhaps 
it can be best explained by example.  
Suppose during the play of hole #1 you 
discover your opponent has more than 
14 clubs in her bag in violation of Rule 
4-4.  She must immediately declare any 
clubs carried in violation of Rule 4-4 out 
of play.  Then you should complete the 
hole and determine who won that hole 
based on talent.  After the conclusion 
of the hole, the state of the match is ad-
justed by subtracting one hole from your 

opponent’s status since the extra club(s) 
were only carried for one hole.  If she 
won hole #1 on talent, after the adjust-
ment she is now all square in the match.  
If you halved hole #1 on talent, after the 
adjustment you are now 1-up.  If you won 
hole #1 on talent, after the adjustment 
you are now 2-up (after playing only one 
hole).  The maximum adjustment is two 
holes if the extra club(s) were carried for 
two or more holes.  

One other important distinction is that 
the option to play a second ball under 
Rule 3-3 does not exist in match play--it 
is only available in stroke play.  So if the 
opponents cannot agree on the proper 
procedure, the player whose ball is in-
volved ultimately has to select a proce-
dure and play without undue delay.  If the 
opponent believes the procedure is incor-
rect, she may make a claim before either 
of you plays from the next teeing ground 
(see Rule 2-5 for additional details) and 
seek clarification from a member of the 
Rules Committee at the earliest opportu-
nity.     

As always, if you have questions about 
this article or other rules issues, you may 
email me at LymanGallup@gmail.com.

Match Play vs. Stroke Play
By Lyman Gallup, AWGA Rules Committee Chair
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Continuous put-
ting is the pro-
cess in stroke play 
when a player 
makes putting 
strokes in succes-
sion until her ball 
is holed.  This pro-
cess is not inter-
rupted by marking 
the ball and allow-

ing another player who is “out” (further 
from the hole) to take her turn and play 
her putt.  Switching back and forth be-
tween players that are “out” takes more 
time.  The advantage to Continuous Put-
ting is that it saves time.

Saving time and improving the pace of 
play are positive factors.  However, the 
continuous putter has other consider-
ations.  She does not need to ask for per-
mission to hole out her ball when it is an-
other player’s turn.  But, it is important 
for a continuous putter to avoid standing 
on any player’s line of putt.  

Standing on another player’s line is a ma-
jor issue for many golfers and should not 
be taken lightly.  Though standing on a 
line of a putt may, in most cases, “do noth-
ing,” it is more a matter of respect for the 

other player.  If you adopt the continuous 
putting strategy, it is important to do so 
without standing on another player’s line, 
or, doing so only after the involved player 
encourages the continuous putter to keep 
going.  

Beginning January 1, 2019, we will use a 
modernized set of the Rules of Golf.  One 
of the objectives of these rules is to in-
crease pace of play.  In new Rule 6.4 is the 
following:  In stroke play, there is no pen-
alty for playing out of turn, and players 
are both allowed and encouraged to play 
“ready golf”—that is, to play out of turn 
in a safe and responsible way.

Continuous putting in stroke play is a way 
to increase pace of play and all players are 
encouraged to do so.  But, be responsible 
and do not stand on the line of putt for 
another player unless clearly given per-
mission to do so.

Continuous Putting
By Marilyn Reynolds, AWGA Rules Committee

The Tournament Official, aka 
“T.O.,” is a high-level member 
of the Tournament Commit-
tee who works closely with 
the Player Programs Director, 
the Rules Official in Charge, 
as well as AWGA Club Repre-
sentatives to recruit and train 
additional volunteers for the 
tournaments to which they 
are assigned.  

If you’re interested in learn-
ing more about joining the     
Tournament Committee and 
potentially serving as a T.O., 
please submit a Volunteer  Ap-
plication at awga.org/Volun-
teer or contact Le Ann Finger 
at leann@awga.org.
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Summer Golf and the IGN
The days are getting longer, and before 
you know it, the Arizona sun will be 
bringing out the best of each golfer’s 
tan lines. Yes, it’s true...summer is right 
around the corner, which means many of 
you will be traveling back to your sum-
mer homes, and back to your summer 
leagues. According to the USGA Handi-
cap System Manual Section 6-5, a mem-
ber who maintains a Handicap Index at 
multiple clubs needs to post all scores 
to all records. This section also explains 
that, if a player has a different Handicap 
Index at different clubs, the Committee 
in charge of the competition must require 
the player to use the lowest Handicap In-
dex. While most associations participate 
in the GHIN system, some do not, which 
requires you to post your score more 
than once. If you are a member of one of 
these “non-GHIN” associations, there is 
a way to link your two memberships, so 
you only have to post scores one time.  
Your scores will be reflected in both as-
sociations, which will ensure you have 
only one Handicap Index. How is that 
possible? The answer is IGN. 

WHAT IS IGN?

IGN - The International Golf Network is a 
non-profit corporation, which is operated 
by participating golf associations for the 
sole purpose of providing their members 
with the ability to post anywhere they 
play. Currently, over 2 million golfers are 
members of IGN, a member benefit made 
possible by your state golf associations.

HOW DO YOU JOIN IGN? 

To join IGN, contact the AWGA, or the 
handicap representatives at your clubs. 

You’ll need the following information in 
order to participate in IGN:

• Your GHIN number here in Arizona

• Your membership number from the 
non-GHIN association

• If your non-GHIN association is in 
Canada, you’ll need to provide the 
Provincial Association of which you 
are a member. 

• It’s important to note that all             
Canadian golfers are members of 
Golf Canada; however, the IGN link 
is secured through your Provincial 
Association, i.e., British Columbia 
Golf Association, Golf Association of 
Ontario. 

NON-GHIN ASSOCIATIONS
All Canadian Provinces
Chicago District
Delaware State Golf Association
Georgia State Golf Association
Indiana Golf Association
Maryland Golf Association
Montana Golf Association

AWGA Website is 
now mobile 
friendly...

visit awga.org on 
your smartphone or 

tablet today!
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How to get Engaged like the LPGA 
By Debra Pentz, DC, Nevyhealth.com 
Co-Author “Smashing Balls: Golf, Opening Doors for Women”

Secrets of the LPGA - Getting Engaged! 
By Peggy Briggs, LPGA, PeggyBriggs.com 
Co-Author “Smashing Balls: Golf, Opening Doors for Women”
At the recent Founder’s Cup Tournament 
at Wildfire Golf Course in Phoenix, I paid 
particular attention to how the play-
ers set up for the shot.  Every player, on 
every shot, “engaged” the lower body. It 
was obvious when I looked at their low-
er body. Their toes were “gripping” the 
ground and I could see their leg muscles 
stabilize. Their arms were consolidated 
with their upper body – the upper arm  
squeezing gently against their rib cage.

The pros engage their muscles for some 
very good reasons. 

-   It keeps their spine in a neutral                    
 position. 
-  It allows stability while in motion. 
-  It prevents injuries

Engaging muscles properly decreases 
mis-hits, the topping of the golf ball, hit-
ting the ground before the golf ball, fall-
ing backwards or sideways after the shot 
or just squirting the ball off to the right.

Our legs and quads are important for bal-
ance and keeping our body from moving 
unnecessarily. Weak legs can lead to slid-
ing or swaying as you swing.

Our glutes and abs are important for us 
to be able to maintain our golf posture 
during the swing and have a proper set 
up. They let us be athletic and get more 
distance.

Our pecs or chest muscles are used to 
keep our arms, body and club connect-
ed. Proper engagement will allow you to 
have those “soft hands”. This is impor-
tant for every swing – especially the put-
ting stroke.

The benefits of getting engaged are end-
less, ball goes up in the air with every 
shot, ball lands in the fairway every shot, 
ball goes farther - who wouldn’t want 
these things!

See “How to Get Engaged like the LPGA” 
by Dr. Debra Pentz

Here are a few exercises to get you into 
that LPGA position for great ball strik-
ing.

1.  Stand tall with your feet a natural 
width apart. Grip the ground with your 
toes, then let them go flat. Repeat this 
movement. You should feel your legs 
(quads) and your butt (glutes).

2.  Stand tall with your feet a natural 
width apart. Pull your belly button in, 
trying to get it to touch your back. You 
should feel your stomach (abs) and butt 
(glutes).

3.  Stand tall with your feet a natural 
width apart. Hold your arms out from 
with your palms, facing and touching 
each other. Separate your fingers from 
each hand so there is about 4 inches be-
tween them. Slightly press the bottom 
of your palms together. You should feel 
your forearms and chest (pecs).

Now do all 3 exercises at the same time. 
Allow some time to practice these three 
exercises standing tall. When you become 
comfortable with them in the standing 
position, move into your golf posture at 
set up. Practice all three in your golf set 
up. Go to the driving range and try it out.

If you are having trouble doing this, you 
may have some stability or flexibility lim-
itations. One of the best corrective exer-
cises is the windmill.

The Windmill – Stand with your feet 
slightly wider than shoulder width 
apart.  Hinge at the hips. Extend the 
arms.  Reach for the opposite foot. Focus 
on having the shoulder work down and 
across the body. If this movement hurts 
your shoulder, you are not turning your 
upper back enough. Remember to grip 
the ground with your toes to engage the 
lower body.
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February
01  | Berna Nagel – Poston Butte
01  | Sylvia McIntosh – The Club at Prescott Lakes
01  | Donna LaLonde- Mesa Del Sol GC
01  | Sandi Lough- Arizona Biltmore Links GC
02  | Maureen Breheim- Catalina
03  | Linda Joslyn- Alta Mesa Golf Club 
04  | Sarah Keegan- South Golf Course
06  | Gail Holland- Sunbird Golf Resort 
06  | Lois Gross- Mountainbrook GC
06  | Jamie Morgan- Sunbird Lady Niners 
06  | June Yates- Sunbird Lady Niners 
07  | Leslie Miller- Desert Hills GC
07  | Brookie Coleman- Shalimar GC
08  | Heather Comeau- Yuma Golf and CC
08  | Susie Lynch- Ironwood 
09  | Sheila Baize -Oro Valley CC
12  | Jan Viall- Corte Bella Golf Club 
12  | Pat Gustafson- Phoenix CC
12  | Kitty Collin- Sundance GC 
16  | Candance Robertson- Briarwood CC
20  | Mary Sias- Grandview 
21  | Sheila Baize-Oro Valley CC
21  | Terrie Levitt – Dobson Ranch 
24  | Judy Mical- Sun Lakes CC
24  | Debbie Mielke- Mountain view GC
26  | Jean Ramser – Gainey Ranch GC
26  | Teresa Mason- Sundance 
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27  | Sharon Hadley – Tuscany Falls 
27  | Dee Mahaney- Heron Lakes 
March
02  | Mary Harris- PebbleCreek 
02  | Bobbi Forbes- Palo Verde 
02  | Kathy Springer - Painted Mountain
03  | Janice Kent- Pebblebrook
04  | Irene Weir- The Lakes @ Westbrook Village 
04  | Rayleen Knight- Sunbird Lady Niners 
06  | Jana Atkinson- Las Colinas 
06  | Mary Hayes- Coyote Run 
07  | LuAnne Johnson- The Gallery South 
08  | Danielle Madayag- Apache Creek 
08  | Laddie Lindahl – Peaks Course 
10  | Susan Benedict- Mohave Resort 
15  | Linda Giebelhaus- Stardust 
16  | Nancy Hougland- Westbrook Village - Vistas 
16  | Rita Johnson- corte Bella 
17  | Jean McDermott- Sunbirtd Golf Resort 
18  | Tamra Townsen- Prescott Lakes 
20  | Patty Wilson-  Turquoise Valley Golf RV Park  
21  | Chris Giza- Alta Mesa 
21  | Jane Robertson - Scottsdale Silverado
27  | Traci Baez - San Ignacio Golf Club
27  | Darlene Vanderloos - The Gallery South
27  | Helen Walker - 500 Club
27  | Julie Walters - Dell Urich Golf Club


